Finn Finity and the Wild Maths Zoo Adventure: Animal Fact File

Here are some fun and interesting maths related facts about the animals featured in the story.

Gentoo Penguins
· Gentoo penguins can dive to depths of 665ft and remain underwater for seven minutes.
· While swimming, they can reach speeds of up to 22mph.
· Adult gentoos will dive to look for food up to 450 times a day.

King Penguins
· King penguins are the second largest penguin species (emperor penguins are the largest).
· They can dive to amazing depths to hunt their prey – sometimes up to 300 metres!

Rockhopper Penguins
· Rockhopper Penguins are the smallest species of penguin at Edinburgh Zoo.
· Rockhoppers will often lay two eggs, with the second being considerably larger.

Giraffes
· Giraffe feet are the size of a dinner plate, with a diameter of 30cm.
· Giraffe tongues are a bluish colour and between 45cm and 50cm long.
· The giraffe is the tallest mammal in the world. Even newborn giraffes are taller than most humans!

Squirrel Monkeys
· Squirrel Monkeys can live in groups of up to 100 individuals.

Capuchin Monkeys
· Brown capuchins typically weigh in at between 2 to 5 kg.
· Group sizes can be up to 30, but average around 18 individuals.
· These cheeky characters can live up to 45 years in zoos.

Malayan Sun Bear
· Sun bears are the world’s rarest and smallest species of bear, standing at around 1.2 metres tall.
· Their tongue can reach a whopping 25cm long and they use it to extract honey and insects from inside trees.
· Sun bears can weigh up to 68kg thanks to their love of honey.

Visayan Spotted Deer
· Visayan Spotted Deet are quite social animals, usually found in groups of three to five.
· After a gestation of around 240 days, females usually give birth to a single calf.

Red-fronted Macaw
· These powerful fliers can reach speeds of up to 40mph.

Pine Hoverfly
· Males have three orange segments on their abdomen, females have one and a half.
· Larvae have been recorded living for three years before pupating and becoming adults.
· The largest number of larvae produced in a year was 13,231.
· The lowest temperature larvae have experience in the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland (RZSS) conservation breeding programme was -17°C. All larvae froze and then reanimated themselves once thawed. 
· There was just one forest in the UK that Pine Hoverfly were known to inhabit before the breeding programme started. They have now been released to four new locations.
Dark Bordered Beauty Moth
· A total of 4,849 fertile moth eggs have been produced in the RZSS breeding programme.
· The most eggs produced by a single female was 130. 
· The oldest confirmed moth at the RZSS breeding programme was 32 days old.
· There are three sites in the UK where Dark Bordered Beauty Moths are found.
· The RZSS has so far released a total of 3,086 of all life stages combined (eggs, caterpillars and adults). 

Wildcats
· Wildcats first entered Britain around 9,000 years ago.
· 28 wildcats have been released into the Cairngorms National Park by Saving Wildcats. 
· In 2023, there were 24 wildcats born in the wild.
· The gestation length of a wildcat is 62-63 days.
· Wildcat kittens leave their mother at around five to six months to become independent.
· Wildcats became legally protected in Britain in 1988.

Pygmy Hippo
· Pygmy hippos can run up to 30mph!
· The gestation period for these hippos is six months.
· These oily-skinned hippopotami live up to 40 years of age.
· They can eat up to 68kg of vegetation daily.
· Fully-grown pygmy hippos weigh between 160kg–270kg.

Blue Poison Dart Frog
· Females lay between one and thirty eggs.
· The male and females of this species can be distinguished by the shape of their toes - males' are heart-shaped and females' are round.

Chimpanzee
· Chimpanzees give birth roughly once every five years.
· They can reach a height of 167cm when standing upright.
· Wild chimpanzees can live up to 46 years of age.
· Chimps are found in 21 African countries.

Buff-Cheeked Gibbon
· Gibbons’ arms are much longer than their legs and, using an arm-over-arm swinging movement called brachiation, they can swing faster through trees than a person can run on the ground.
· They can leap 40 feet at speeds of 35 miles per hour while 200 feet above the ground.

Coppery Titi Monkey
· Females give birth to a single offspring each year. The male then becomes the primary caregiver, carrying their young from 48 hours after birth until they are 6 months old.

Southern Cassowary
· Cassowaries have a 12cm dagger-like inner toe and can deliver powerful two-footed kicks at anyone they think might be a “threat” to them or their chicks.




All facts via https://www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/animals/animal-inhabitants, with supplementary information from Edinburgh Zoo and Highland Wildlife Park staff.
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